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2018 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Sexual-harassment issue 
a focus at start of session 
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The second session of the 71st General Assembly opens in the House of Representatives at the state Capitol on Wednesday. 


By John Frank, Brian Eason 
and Jesse Paul The Denver Post 


he sexual-harassment scandal that 

| rattled the state Capitol late last year 

became the focal point on the open- 

ing day of the 2018 legislative session 

Wednesday, overshadowing dueling elec- 

tion-year agendas that include a $3.5 billion 

transportation bond and ambitious pro- 
grams for the middle class. 

A small protest demanding the resigna- 
tion of a Democratic lawmaker embroiled in 
misconduct allegations greeted lawmakers 
outside the statehouse. Inside, a silent dem- 
onstration colored the House and Senate as 
legislative aides, lobbyists and lawmakers 
wore black in a show of support of sexual- 
harassment victims, akin to Hollywood’s 
display at the Golden Globes on Sunday. 

“For the first time I can remember, we are 
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From left, ex-legislative aide Cassie Tanner, ex-lobbyist Holly Tarry and state 
Rep. Faith Winter take a selfie before the session. Photos by Joe Amon, The Denver Post 


DENVER ART MUSEUM 


$150M renovation to reframe visitor experience 


By John Wenzel 
The Denver Post 


Visitors to the Denver Art 
Museum’s renovated North 
Building will walk through a 
new main entrance on West 13th 
Avenue Parkway, take addition- 
al elevators up to spacious gal- 
leries and seventh-floor rooftop 
views, and find extra room for 


student activities and socializ- 
ing — including a 50,000- 
square-foot, three-story wel- 
come center with a restaurant, 
café and event hall. 

That vision, which has been 
laid out in recent months by 
museum officials, inched closer 
to reality Wednesday as muse- 
um trustees and Mayor Michael 
Hancock ceremonially broke 


ground onthe $150 million proj- 
ect, touting it as a new era in 
Denver’s cultural history. 

But the lavish event, which in- 
cluded a pre-lunch mimosa 
toast, brass quintet and Ameri- 
can Indian blessing, symbolized 
more than the start of the three- 
year renovation and construc- 
tion, which is timed to finish in 
2021 on the 50th anniversary of 


the castlelike, Gio Ponti-de- 
signed structure. 

“This is the first ground- 
breaking of the entire bond pro- 
gram,” Hancock said from the 
stage, referencing the $937 Gen- 
eral Obligation Bond that Den- 
ver voters approved in Novem- 
ber — including more than $35 
million for the art museum. 
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IMMIGRATION 


ICE 
agents 
swarm 
stores 


By Elliot Spagat 
and Nomaan Merchant 
The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES» Seven immigra- 
tion agents filed into a 7-Eleven 
store before dawn Wednesday, 
waited for people to go through 
the checkout line and told arriv- 
ing customers and a driver deliv- 
ering beer to wait outside. A fed- 
eral inspection was underway, 
they said. 

Within 20 minutes, they veri- 
fied that the cashier had a valid 
green card and served notice on 
the owner to produce hiring re- 
cords in three days that deal with 
employees’ immigration status. 

The well-rehearsed scene, exe- 
cuted with quiet efficiency in Los 
Angeles’ Koreatown, played out 
at about 100 7-Eleven stores in 17 
states and the District of Colum- 
bia, a rolling operation that offi- 
cials called the largest immigra- 
tion action against an employer 
under Donald Trump’s presiden- 
cy. 

Six 7-Eleven stores in the Den- 
ver area were raided, but no ar- 
rests were made in Colorado, said 
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TRUMP: INTERVIEW 
WITH MUELLER 
“SEEMS UNLIKELY” 


President Donald Trump says it 
“seems unlikely” that he’ll give 
an interview in special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation 
into potential coordination 
between Russia and the Trump 
campaign. »18A 


wy iP 
Trump questions libel laws. 
The president says he’s going to 
be taking “a strong look at our 
country’s libel laws,” blasting the 
current standards as “a sham and 
a disgrace.” »13A 


Democratic worries on Russia. 
A report by Senate Democrats 
warns of deepening Russian 
interference throughout Europe 
and contends that Trump has 
offered no strategic plan 
safeguard U.S. elections. »18A 
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NEED AN EXPERT & CARING PLUMBER? WE WILL HELP YOU! 
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$37 OFF ANY SERVICE 


Limit 1 coupon per transaction. 


